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Never

Never 
look at 
the Sun!

But…
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*Even with binoculars or a telescope!

A total solar eclipse is 
about as bright as the 
full Moon — and just 
as safe to look at.*
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Q: But doesn’t the Sun emit dangerous rays during a solar eclipse?

A: No more so than at any other time.
The Moon has no “focusing” effect.



But the Sun at any other time, e.g.,…

• when no solar eclipse is occurring,

• during a partial or annular (ring) solar eclipse, or

• during the partial phases of a total or annular eclipse

…is dangerously bright. There is a genuine risk of retinal injury.



To observe the Sun outside of a total solar eclipse, view it…

• directly only through special-purpose safe* solar filters

• or indirectly only by using pinhole** or optical projection.

*Ones that comply with the ISO 12312-2 standard.

** Don’t look at the Sun through the pinhole!



Never look at the Sun through unfiltered optics,
even if you’re wearing “eclipse glasses.”



Never look at the Sun through unfiltered optics,
even if you’re wearing “eclipse glasses.”
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Safe solar filter over the FRONT of the telescope. 

Finderscope covered with dust cap for safety.



• Messaging developed with NASA
• Endorsed by eye-care academies



Dr. Mario Motta, AAS Solar Eclipse Task Force member and past president of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society:

“I am a trustee for the AMA, which means I’m on the governing board. I intend 
to get the AMA to cooperate with any public safety message that we craft.

“I served eight years on the AMA Council of Science and Public Health and was 
the primary writer of the AMA reports on light pollution and LED lighting.”



Can you spot the fakes/counterfeits?



American Paper Optics

Not American Paper Optics

Note different shapes



Too little, too late

Impossible!







Hi Rick,

Thank you for reaching out, and hope you have been well. We 
are going to pass on the opportunity to speak at this event, but 
appreciate that you considered us. We remain committed to 
customer safety.

Thanks,
Cecilia






