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Americans and the 2017 Eclipse, Jon Miller (U. Michigan):
• 154 million people watched the eclipse directly.
• 62 million more watched it on TV or online.
• The response was overwhelmingly positive.



When referring to a partial solar eclipse, don’t 
say, e.g., “50% totality” (it’s all or nothing!) but 
“50% eclipsed” or “50% obscured.”

Americans and the 2017 Eclipse, Jon Miller (U. Michigan):
“Nearly 20 million American adults traveled to a place 
other than their home city to improve their view of the 
eclipse and to increase the level of totality observed.”

But…only 31% of them traveled into the path of totality.

There is only one “level of totality!”









Robert J. Lurtsema
(1931–2000)

RTF: “I didn’t know 
you were interested in 
astronomy.”

RJL: “I’m not.”

RTF: “Oh, then why’d 
you come on this trip?”

RJL: “I’m interested in 
beauty.”



For the public, a
total solar eclipse…

…is not necessarily
about astronomy!



My PetSome of My Pet Peeves



Don’t say, “A total solar eclipse is a rare 
event.”

Do say, “It is rare for a total solar eclipse 
to occur in the place where you live.”



Don’t say, “A total solar eclipse is a once-
in-a-lifetime experience!”

Do say, “You need to see a total solar 
eclipse at least once in your lifetime!”



Don’t say, “Never look at the Sun without 
eye protection!”

Do say, “Except during totality, never 
look at the Sun without eye protection!”



Don’t say, “Outside the path, you’ll have 
a partial solar eclipse. Inside the path 
you’ll have a total solar eclipse.”

Do say, “Outside the path, you’ll have 
only a partial eclipse. Inside the path, 
you’ll have a total eclipse with partial 
phases on either side.”



Argh!!!
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