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625 Stadium Dr.
Decatur, IN 46733

Excellence: Teach it, Model it, Inspire it, Achieve it!

August 18, 2017
Dear Parents:

An exciting learning opportunity will take place on Monday, August 21*. The Great American Total Solar Eclipse
will cover our part of the country that afternoon with varying degrees of impact. Our school district is not in the
direct path of the total eclipse, but we will experience a substantial darkening. This is a wonderful teaching
moment brought directly to us by nature. There is no textbook required.

While this is a wonderful opportunity, it is our desire that all students understand the safety precautions that must
be taken during an eclipse. As educators, we are emphasizing to all students the critical message that you do not
look directly at an eclipse. It is our hope that you will reinforce this message at home.

Here at school we will follow these guidelines:
« Staff will monitor students during any outdoor activity on Monday afternoon.
* The school will operate a regular dismissal time for students.
* After school practices will be held at the regular times.
« Students have been instructed and will be reminded not to look directly at the eclipse.
« Students can indirectly observe the eclipse thought a projected image or shadow.

As for reporting absences on Monday: The state is not qualifying this event as an “extraordinary circumstance” to
miss school and therefore absences will be marked Absent and Unexcused.

We are excited about this event and many teachers will use this opportunity to provide a quality educational
experience for students during the school day.

Experience the Eclipse Together Without Missing School:

If you wish to enjoy and experience the exceptional learning opportunity before us with your child[ren], NASA has
a wonderful website dedicated to providing education, safety tips to discuss with your student(s], the history of
eclipses, and an interactive countdown to the expected first contact to occur in Oregon on Monday. The website
is: https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/. We encourage you to join in this unique learning experience with your
student(s]. We are a part of a truly memorable moment in our scientific history.

Thank you for teaming with us to make this a safe and educational experience for all students. If you have
questions, please contact the school your child attends.

Sincerely,

Brent Lehman




=}
tug,
riz eg, €ho '
O1>- reatAH’gh ‘*QO\Q‘O
Mgy 20 e
Wer lid
h S

wat
C
h sol- ot
PRt
o - n
0% W - fclipse € hog
\ alg

cist~ e
= R W
.\3559‘ & -l]g no
onot Qo ou\s'\de Juring e
ose. WS pelieV ed Pf eg“am

lad
W"' nLe



.and the Ugly.
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What are the 3 Types of Solar Eclipses?

Partial eclipse Annular eclipse Total eclipse



Why TSE2024 is Important to Alternative Educational Communities

Traditionally: most eclipse educatio
countless inmates (and other lear

have targeted the regular ed community;
is important facet of science

There is an “education d
within these underserv
communities that nee
be addressed, and TS
Is the perfect vehicle
highlight and address t
inequity of learning

Educationally: TSEs are a
teachers and students to witn
nature’s most spectacular sights, offering a with the Universe when
dynamic and dramatic opportunity to see standing in the shadow of the Moon, some
celestial mechanics in action. Intrinsically, 250,000 mi. distant. There are no words to
eclipses are non-discriminatory. How we describe this, and ALL learners should have
teach to them is. the privilege of experiencing this feeling.

like anything in this
s otherworldly. One feels



What Can Incarcerated Learners Expect to
See & Feel when Preparing for and Eﬁiencing an Eclipse?

1. Inmate students at prisons, detention centers and,aother institutions all across the
country will (with warden’s permlssmn an ,cle r sk s) be able to observe at least
a partial eclipse R ,' | R Vg S
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What Can Incarcerated Learners Expect to
See & Feel when Preparing for and E“iencing an Eclipse?

As both formal and informal educators, we need teu,be aware that many inmates are
literally starving for science; my casual sur\ ey of. 9’5:' on mstructors reveal that
many incarcerated students do nc ceive | -, ’* ction in that co
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Why is it Important for Incarcerated Students (and
Their Teachers) to be Allowed Outdoors During an
Eclipse?

A once in a lifetime opportunity for most; the average wait for a
total eclipse to come to your doorstep is about 375 years <

No technology on a screen can replicate the experience .
of being within the Moon’s umbra -

A huge scientific and educational opportunity
will be wasted if inmates are not o
allowed outdoors



How can you convince your administration/w
the right thing?

ens, et. al., to do

Educate administrators in advance
Educate students in advance
Reduce the fear of lawsuits
Demonstrate that there are many safe ways to view a solar eclipse, even
for incarcerated students

Reinforce that this is a science event that won’t be repeated in the UsS.
until 2045!

Show videos and images of students (even very young ones) safely
observing an eclipse (a little shame goes a long way)



Thank you so much for your tlme and enthusiasm, and
for wanting to be involvec his once-in-a- Ilfeﬂme event!

NCLI website:
Coming in October!

Remember-it’s up to YOU to promo real science


mailto:totality2024@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/totality2017
https://www.facebook.com/totality24

