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Blue Sky to commission outdoor art for ecllpse

MARILYN HALSTEAD
The Southern

MAKANDA — Blue Sky Vine-
yard has a plan to commemorate
the 2017 Solar Eclipse. Owners
will commission a permanent
outdoor art installation for the
event,
~ “We want to run a contest,’
Barrett Rochman, owner of Blue
Sky, said.

The goal is to have local art-
tsts submit ideas, and get input
from others before making a final
choice.

. The new art will be placed at
the site NASA says is the longest
duration of the eclipse, about 500
yards south of the winery.

. “Until NASA came out we
didn’t know we were the spot.
The astronomy people came out
tomeasure the longitude and lat -
jtude,” Rochman said.

! The winning artist will be paid
$2,500. Work can be done in cop-

per, steel, bronze, cement or any
materials that will withstand
outdoor elements for many years.
The piece does not have to be in
the theme of the sun and moon.

“We hope this sculpture will
become a tourist attraction and
remind visitors of the eclipse,”
Rochman said.

There is also a possibility the
design may be etched on wine
glasses, so visitors have a keep-
sake.

“This will be something new,”
Rochman said. “We want to get it
done before Aug. 21”

Rochman has a lot of experi-
ence with outdoor art, including
the children’s park, Jeremy “Boo”
Rochman Memorial Park, also
known as “castle park.” He added
that Blue Sky already has some
interesting outdoor sculptures.

Ideas can be submitted at
Blue Sky Vineyard, attn. Eric, at
blueskyvineyard@gmail.com or

The landscape at Blue Sky Vineyard in Makanda.

Blue Sky Vineyard, 350 S. Rocky
Comfort Road, Makanda, IL
62058.

The winery is planning a four-
day event around the eclipse. It
will begin Friday, Aug. 18, and run
through Monday, Aug. 21, with
music each day.

Their suites are booked, but

parking is available for self-con-
tained campers. The event will
include food and a special label
release.

“We have a chance for ev-
erybody to come down for the
eclipse. This eclipse is the shot
in the arm to introduce people
to Southern Illinois. We have

PROVIDED

a chance to bring in 30,000,
40,000 or 50,000 people,” Roch-
man said.

For more information visit
www.blueskyvineyard.com.

marilyn.halstead@thesouthern.
com
618-351-5078
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